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                        Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 
September 5, 2021 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Karen Parsh - 814.881.3266 – pastorparsh@gmail.com 
2402 W. Grandview Blvd. Erie PA 16506 – ahadministrator@hotmail.com 

814.868.8685 - www.abidinghopeerie.org – FB: abidinghopelutheranchurch 
 

     
 

Prelude ~ Pastor Parsh, flute               Here I Am, Lord             D. Schutte/arr. J. Raney 

Welcome and Announcements  
 

Gathering  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy. 

Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider,  
 

     help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they 
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather 
than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the 

worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are 

shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 

Gathering Song   ELW 858   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  v.1 & 4 

 

 

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, 
treating the rich visitor with more honor than the poor one. Jesus 
himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the 
Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith 
in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s 
children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, but 
transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her 
reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. 
Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor 
as a child and heir. 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.    And also with you. 
 

 

Canticle of Praise 
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PRAYER of the DAY 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into life. Open us to 
the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole 
world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The assembly is seated.                                                                                                                                    

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s 

age-old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will 

flow with water to give drink to the returning exiles. 

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”5Then the eyes of the blind shall 

be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue 

of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 

desert;7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm: 146                                                             Spoken responsively 
1Hallelujah! 
  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 3Put not your trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish.  
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
  the LORD

| loves the righteous.  
 9The LORD cares for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 10The LORD shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.  Hallelujah!  

 
 

Second Reading: James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 
 

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of 
the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith 
expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need. 
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1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor 
person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 
say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 
feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?  
5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith 
and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored 
the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who 
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for 
all of it. [11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” 
Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be 
without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.] 14What good is 
it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a 
brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So 
faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.      Word of God, word of life.     Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: MARK 7:24-37 

The gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation 
with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone 
to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an 
unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the 
woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food 
and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the 
children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your 
daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
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  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, 
in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his 
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears 
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no 
one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded 
beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the 
mute to speak.”      The gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

Sermon    
 

Hymn of the Day   ELW 612   Healer of Our Every Ill 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your church. Guide all evangelists, 
preachers, prophets, and missionaries who seek to share your love through word and deed.         
Lord, in your mercy, 
     hear our prayer. 
You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. Bless all who advocate for 
healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean waterways. Inspire all people to show care for the world 
you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
     hear our prayer. 
You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and governments to work 
with one another for the good of our common world. Unite us in seeking the health, safety, and 
dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy, 
     hear our prayer. 
You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or persecution, protect any   
who are in danger, and sustain them through uncertain and unstable times. Lord, in your mercy, 
     hear our prayer. 
You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the leadership and ministries of this 
congregation. Lord, in your mercy, 
     hear our prayer. 
You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your glorious presence. We thank 
you for their example and rejoice in their lives. Lord, in your mercy, 
     hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.   
The assembly greets each other from their pew space, then is seated  
 

 

OFFERING BLESSING 
The assembly stands. 
 

O Lord, All we have is a gift from your hand. You graciously pour out your blessings on us. 
You call us to use these gifts wisely – to share them openly – to give them generously.  
Thank you for this celebration of giving, and receive this offering as it supports your living presence 
among us.  By sharing our time, our talents, and our treasures, may we experience the opportunity 
to do our part in nurturing and expanding the outreach of your saving Word! Amen.   
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly 
food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
 

 

The assembly may be seated.  

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. / The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
 
 

Communion Hymn   God of the Poor 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VERSE  
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The assembly stands. 
Prayer after Communion      
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 

with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord.    Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen.    
 

Sending Hymn ELW 722     O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate   v.1,2      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  To Vs. 5. 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the good news.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Postlude  

GOSPEL MESSAGE - Wrestling with God 

At first glance, the gospel this week rankles a bit. What is Jesus doing to this poor woman in 
his interaction with her? Is he insulting her, calling her and her daughter “dogs”? Is he 
practicing racism, holding out the people of Israel as more deserving of his attention? Is he 
making her “earn” her daughter’s healing and salvation? Certainly not. The scriptures clearly 
testify that Jesus is without sin (Hebrews 4:15). But scripture also testifies to several 
instances when individuals wrestle with God, the promises God gives, and the faith needed 
to trust them. Jacob (Genesis 32:22-32), Job, Mary and Martha (John 11:1-44), and Peter 
(Acts 10:9-23) are but a few examples of individuals in the Bible who tussle with God and 
God’s call on their lives. This week’s passage is similar. Jesus does not mock the 
Syrophoenician woman; rather, he engages her. He pushes back against her initial request in 
order to draw out of her an even stronger confession of faith. She is no longer just a 
desperate mother hoping against hope, but a woman of faith who knows deep in her soul 
that all people—even Gentiles, even her daughter, even she herself—are beloved and fed by 
God.  We too can have experiences like this woman, and the others throughout scripture, 
did. We live through events or seasons that force us to confront the God who loves us, who 
has created and redeemed us. At times you may have found yourself wrestling with God, 
demanding blessings, challenging truth, promising devotion, fighting for every last ounce of 
faith to get you through. These situations are not always immediately pleasant. But take 
heart—the Holy Spirit promises to bring you through to the other side, faith intact and 
blessings bestowed. May you be “astounded beyond measure” (Mark 7:37) at the works of 
the Lord. 

Sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Parish Notes ~ September 5, 2021 
 

 

Please pray for: Judy Nordin. Steven Naruswiecz, Henry Mejia -father-in-law of Rick Penn’s son 
Brandon. Judy Pacileo, Joe Pacileo, Bishop Lozano, Bob Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn Senger, Jack & 
Marjorie Wonner, Joyce Hersperger, Teresa Burgess. Names will remain on our printed lists for four 
weeks unless renewed.  
 

Prayer Requests:  Please call or email Pastor Karen with prayer requests or any pastoral 

emergencies.  Contacts for Pastor Karen: 814-881-3266 or pastorparsh@gmail.com. 

In-Person Worship: Saturday evening @ 5:30pm. The last 9:30a Sunday service is September 12th 
 
 

NEW Schedule for In-Person Worship:   Beginning Sunday September 19th, morning services 

will be offered @ 8:30a and 10:30a. The 10:30a service will live-stream on Facebook and then 

posted to the AHLC web page. 

Adult Choir:  On Wednesday evenings, beginning September 1st @ 6:00p. 

New Office Hours: Beginning the week of September 6th, Monday & Tuesday – 9:30a-3:30p.  

Wednesday – 9:30a-12:30p. 

mailto:pastorparsh@gmail.com
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Wednesday, September 9th:  You are invited to the Kitchen Cleanup Party!  The plan is to meet 
for lunch at 12noon in the fellowship hall. Thank you, Judi P., for providing this meal. After we eat, 
the party begins.  It would be a good idea to bring your own bucket and wipes … gloves if you wear 
them … whatever you think might be helpful (stepstool?) Please let Jacque H. or Judi P. know that 
you will be there!  Thanks. –Hospitality Committee.  
 

Family Picnic: Sunday, Sept. 12th following the 9:30a service. Plan to attend and enjoy the 

company of your Abiding Hope Family. Hot dogs, condiments, water, pop and table ware will be 

provided. Bring a dish to share. Tables & chairs will be set up in the lower level parking area and in 

the fellowship hall. Blessing of Backpacks: will be at the 9:30a service. Pastor Karen will bless 

backpacks for students/teachers for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Bible Study: Starting Sunday, September 19th through the 1st week in November bible study will be 
held weekly following the 8:30a service. Pastor Karen will lead a lively discussion and study of what 
it means to be Lutheran. The class will follow the text of the AUGSBURG CONFESSION: a 
contemporary commentary (written in plain and simple language). Twelve books are available. If 
more books are needed Pastor will order from Amazon. 
 

Coffee & Fellowship: Gathering is in the narthex. September 19th @ 9:30a & 10:30a 
 

Crop Walk 2021 September 26th. This walk supports 3,600 local food banks and soup kitchens.  

Globally, the Crop Walk supports water systems, purchases tools and trains how to grow food. You 

can walk & collect, go on-line to, #CROPHungerWalk – choose Abiding Hope - make a donation or 

place your donation in an envelope Marked Crop Walk and place in offering plate.   

Bishop Lozano Prayers are powerful and are requested to be continued. Cards and notes, 
which can be the medicine he needs on days when it is hardest to keep strong, are 
requested. They will be forwarded to the Bishop several times. A box is in the Narthex. 
 

Mailed Bulletins:  The Sunday service bulletin will be mailed to members who cannot attend 
worship in person. If you’re unable to attend worship service, please call the church office 
814.868.8685 to continue receiving the bulletin by mail. The in-person worship schedule is above. 
 
 

School Supplies: As an outreach, we are looking for donations to help the student/teachers of local 
schools. Suggested Items: glue sticks, boxes of tissues, zip lock bags-quart/gallon, #2 pencils,  
large erasers, markers, hand sanitizer, and Clorox wipes. These items are suggestions. All supplies 
are welcome. A box is in the narthex. Thank you for your donations.    -Analee Cree  
 
 

Finances at AHLC  
 

Erie Gives:  Great News!   
We received a check from Erie Gives for $20,208.97. Abiding Hope was #92 out of the 438 
nonprofits. 23 donors gave $19,095.  Our matching funds were $1,113.97. 
 
 

$28,186 current offerings received in August 2021 (Includes Erie Gives Check) 
$12,151 needed monthly to meet 2021 budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor 
expenses)    
 

Year-to-Date  
$96,767 as of end of August 
$97,208 needed for budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor expenses). 
 

  


