
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 
May 9, 2021 

2402 W. Grandview Blvd. Erie PA 16506 – ahadministrator@hotmail.com 

814.868.8685 - www.abidinghopeerie.org – FB: abidinghopelutheranchurch 

  

Gathering 

Prelude ~ Sheryl Williams    

 
 

Please Stand  

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death 
to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like 
cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen 
Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gathering Hymn    ELW 836   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee v.1,2 
 
 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares 

with us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve 

others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the 

image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to 

capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship 

captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the 

relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks 

believed that true friends are willing to die for each 

other. This is the mutual love of Christian community 

commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
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Greeting 
The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
 And also with you. 

 

 
 

Hymn of Praise     Now the Feast and Celebration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 
hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 
exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

Word 
 

 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes 

upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter 

commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues 

and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these 

people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

The Word of the Lord.             Thanks be to God.    
 
 

 

 

 

Psalm 98        Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands.                                   Tone 7 
                        
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  
5Sing to the LORD| with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 
7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity.  



                                       
 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. 
          Alleluia. Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them,* and 
we will come to them and make our home with them. Alleluia.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th chapter   

 

Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days 

ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 

you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 

one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 

Sermon ~ Lay Worship Leader ~ Rick Penn 
 
 

 

Hymn of the Day     WOV 664   A New Commandment 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 

 
 

[We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.  A brief silence. 
Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all 
Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and 
witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter.          
Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth 
with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and 
soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your 
word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of 
the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are 
sick or suffering especially (read first names only from bulletin list, then add “and others who 
we name aloud or silently in our hearts).  Provide for those needing homes or medical care 
and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with 
the dying. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering 
people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 
grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. 
Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with 
thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in 
your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 



In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
     Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you.                   And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 

Meal 
 
 
 

An Offering Moment 
All that we have and all that we are - are gifts from God.  We can only respond with 
gratitude.  At this time, we invite you to consider your offerings for God’s abundant blessings.  
Know that your gifts make a difference to the mission and ministry of the church. We thank 
you for these offerings which are received in the offering plate, online, or in the mail. Each 
act of generosity – those of your time, talent, and financial resources - help us all to grow as 
disciples of Jesus … who we celebrate today as our risen Lord and Savior.  Alleluia!  
 

Please stand 
 

Offering Prayer 
God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 
sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 

Prayers of Distribution ~ Lay Distributor ~ Analee Cree 
(At this service of worship, we receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion through the distribution of 
the elements blessed at a previous celebration. Our Lay Distributors of Holy Communion were selected 
by the congregational council, received instruction, and were appointed by our synodical bishop. They 
will serve this congregation during times of pastoral vacancy so that we may continue to receive 
communion as Christ’s body here at Abiding Hope Lutheran Church.) 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen.    

 
 

 

Post Communion Prayer   
Let us pray:  Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in  
him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

Sending Hymn   Pass It On   v.1,3  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.     Amen. 
 

 
 

 

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.    Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
 
 

Parish Notes ~ May 9, 2021 
 

Please pray for:  
Bishop Lozano, Joe Pacileo, Trevor Murnock, the Wolbach Family, Charlie Kuntz and family, 
Bob Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn Senger, Jack & Marjorie Wonner, Joyce Hersperger, Teresa 
Burgess. Names will remain on our printed lists for four weeks unless renewed.  
 
Thursday, May 13 – Ascension of Our Lord:  Forty days after Christ’s resurrection, Christians 
remember that Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the 
Holy Spirit (Luke 24:44-53). Worship services will not be held at Abiding Hope this year, but 
you may wish to participate with other local Lutheran congregations, either in-person or 
online. 

ENDING 



Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-2:30. On other days, you may contact our council 
president Andy Saska at avsaska@roadrunner.com or 814-450-5620.  Pastoral Emergencies for 
MAY: Please contact the Rev. Albert U. Gesler at 814.873.2682 or albertugesler@gmail.com 
 
Requests:  Please call or email Carol Whitbred with prayer requests. 
Phone: 814-866-6552, E-Mail: cew6@psu.edu.  
 
 

During this time of transition, guest worship leaders have been invited to preside at worship 
services.  Because of this, sermons may not always be included in the USPS bulletin mailings. 
May 11: Michael Snider, LWL ~ Lay Distributer, Analee Cree 
 
 

Lutherlyn’s Tentative 2021 Summer Camp Schedule is available.  Here fun, friends, 
swimming, adventure challenges, cookouts, worship, campfire, nature activities, games, 
songs, crafts, and lots of fun surprises are combined into an unforgettable week.  Information 
about the  programs, dates, prices, and registration is online, or a large postcard is available 
at church.  Lutherlyn follows all American Camp Association and CDC 
guidelines.   www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp.  724.865.2161. 
 
 

Volunteers are needed!  Please read your newsletter for details. 
 
 

Project Dignity/Kearsarge Area Food Pantry - May’s designated donation Item:  Shampoo. 
 
Finances at AHLC ~ 2021 
$ 8,212 current offerings received in April 
$12,151 needed monthly to meet 2021 budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor 
expenses)     
 

Year-to-Date (as of the end of April)      
$47,173 offerings received                                                                                                                                   
$48,604 needed for budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor expenses) 
 
 

In-person Sunday worship services.  We will continue to email and mail weekly worship 
bulletins for all who worship at home. We will observe these guidelines when in the building 
to keep everyone safe. 

● There will be only one service at 9:30 AM on Sundays. 
● We will continue to live-stream on Facebook, then post the service to our web page. 
● Masks are mandatory. 
● Please use the provided hand sanitizer upon entering the church. 
● Our seating arrangement will reflect social distancing. 

○ Only families can sit together 
○ There is a limit of approximately 25 people (depending on the number of 

families sitting together) 
○ Pews will be taped off. 

● We will not be sharing the peace.  We will be singing 2 or 3 verses of a song. 
● Communion will be in the pews with the packaged communion wafer and wine. 
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Pentecost Sunday ~ May 23, 2021 
 

GERANIUMS 
$3.50 for a 4½-inch pot containing one plant with gold foil wrap.  Please place this 
form with your payment, in an envelope marked Pentecost Geraniums, mail or 
bring to service by Sunday May 9th or to the church office by 12N Tuesday, May 
11th.  Thank you. 
  

PLEASE PRINT 
 

Given to the glory of God: 
 

In Memory of _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

Honor of ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

In Celebration of _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

By _________________________________________________ 

# of plants ordered: _____ $ enclosed: _________ 
 
If you wish to donate your geranium(s) for the church property, please check ________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KEARSARGE FOOD PANTRY  
I would like to donate     $ __________ 

PLEASE PRINT 
 
Given to the glory of God: 
 

In Memory of _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

In Honor of ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

In Celebration of _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

Given by ___________________________________________________ 

Please place this form with your payment, in an envelope marked Pentecost 

Donation, mail or bring to service by Sunday May 18th or the church office 
by 12N Monday, May 19th.  Thank you. 


