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Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 

All Saints Sunday 
November 7, 2021 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Karen Parsh - 814.881.3266 – pastorparsh@gmail.com 
2402 W. Grandview Blvd. Erie PA 16506 – ahadministrator@hotmail.com 

814.868.8685 - www.abidinghopeerie.org – FB: abidinghopelutheranchurch 
 

                        

    
 

 
 

PRELUDE ~ Adult Choir   On Eagle's Wings    -M. Joncas.  
     

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

CONFESSION and ASSURANCE for ALL SAINTS 
 

Our lives are full of mistakes and errors – places where we follow self-generated idols instead of the 
One True God. We are not alone in these mistakes – all of those who have come before us also were 
plagued with temptation and sin. Let us come before God, just as generations of believers have 
done, and pray for God’s forgiveness and grace. 
 
 

Beloved God, who was known to our mothers and fathers, and even to our spiritual forebears, 
have mercy on us. We do not always love as you would have us love. We do not always do as you 
would have us do. In our stubbornness, we turn from you when we should turn toward you. 
Hold us, dear One, comfort us when we mourn the passing of friends and family, and help us to 
know that they are rejoicing in your presence. We praise you for the grace you shower on us, 
constantly forgiving our errors, especially the ones that we don’t share with any but you. Hear 
now the silent fears and worries of our hearts. 
 

A time of silence 

Friends, hear the good news! Though thousands upon thousands of our ancestors did not follow God’s 
ways perfectly, we have hope in the one who did! Jesus paid the price for our sins through his 
actions on the cross. We are called saints not because as believers, we become perfect, but because 
our relationship with God changes as a result of God’s grace. Luther said: “The saints are sinners, 
too, but they are forgiven and absolved.”  
 

 [[ALL SAINTS PROCLAMATION 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and the God of all 
consolation. God comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with 
the consolation we ourselves have received from God.  Thanks be to God! 
  

Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints 
readings have the most tears. Isaiah and Revelation look forward 
to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s gospel, 
Jesus weeps along with Mary and all the gathered mourners 
before he demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints Day 
we celebrate the victory won for all the faithful dead, but we 
grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors 
our tears. We bring our grief to the table and find there a 
foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come. 
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LIGHTING CANDLES OF REMEMBRANCE                                                                                  
As we prepare for this service, I invite you to come forward – following the cross, during the 

processional - to light the candles of remembrance. Feel free to come forward during the singing of 

the hymn to light a candle in honor and remembrance of a family member or friend. Rejoice and 

believe the good news… through Christ we all are made citizens in God’s new creation 
 

 

GATHERING SONG ~ ELW 422    For All the Saints   v.1,5,6 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. And also with you. 
 

HYMN of PRAISE 
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PRAYER of the DAY    
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.  

Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 
commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   Amen. 
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The assembly is seated.   

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and will 
prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there will be no 
more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself. 
 

 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-
aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on 
this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he 
will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the 
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9It will be said 
on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD 
for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM: 24              Sung Responsively       Tone 1 
 

1The earth is the LORD’s and all | that is in it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
 2For the LORD has founded it up- | on the seas 
  and established it up- | on the rivers.  
3Who may ascend the mountain | of the LORD, 
and who may stand in God’s | holy place? 
 4Those of innocent hands and puri- | ty of heart, 
  who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by | what is false. 
5They shall receive blessing | from the LORD 
and righteousness from the God of | their salvation. 
 6Such is the generation of those who seek | you, O LORD, 
  of those who seek your face, O | God of Jacob.  
7Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
that the King of glory | may come in. 
 8Who is this | King of glory? 
  The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, might- | y in battle! 
9Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
that the King of glory | may come in. 
 10Who is this | King of glory? 
  Truly, the LORD of hosts is the | King of glory.  
 
 

 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6a 
Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so that 
mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God who spans all of time 
are trustworthy and true. 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  5And the one 
who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end.”  The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 11:32-44 
The gospel according to John.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and weeping 
will be no more. 

32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where 
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews 
said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.         Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated. 

SERMON ~  
 

 

HYMN of the DAY   ELW 424   Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones   v. 1, 3 
 

 

CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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ALL SAINTS INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

Let us give thanks to God for all the saints of our lives 
and the witness they have shared with us 
even as we continue to walk the journey of faith 
and make our way to the glory that God is preparing for all of us. 
 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, we praise you for the saints of all 
times and places who have walked the road of faith before us and beside us. For their witness to 
your love and their commitment to your justice, for their trust in your mercy regardless of the 
circumstance, we give you thanks and praise. 
 
 

God of all creation, we praise you for all your servants who have witnessed to your truth, 
who have shown us your love, who have inspired us to have hope. By their example of faith, hope, 
and love, remind us of your calling to join in making your new creation real 
in this world and the next. 
 
 
 

God of grace and peace, we praise you for women and men and children who reflect your love into 
our world. Guide us to continue their faithful work as we too walk in the light of your love. 
 

God of all saints, today we especially remember the saints from among this community 
who have departed our company over the past year. We thank you for the faithful witness of: 
 

Mary Sontheimer, Donna Ponick, LeRoy Doehrel, Alice Engel, Norma Henderson, Jim Ebner, 
Phyllis (Wonner) Yoho, Jim Pacileo, Deanna Tropper, Phillip “Bucky” Humalainen,  
Robert Leitzel, Don Nordin,  Gary Zill, Roy Nordin, Bob Holderer, Scott Woodruff,  
Cynthia Cauvel, Glen Hicks, Rabin Subedi, Judith Kuentz, David “Bucky” Buckner, Ella Galvin, 
Ina Elizabeth Cool, Steve Narusewicz, Bradley Bailey, John Mejia.  
 

For their courage amidst strife and their hope in the face of death. We remember so many other 
saints who have walked this road with us, whom we name before you aloud or in silence: Continue to 
inspire us by their faithful witness, that we too might join in bringing your justice, mercy, and peace 
to our world. 
 

Eternal God, as we walk this pilgrim way, make our faith firm, our hope clear, and our love pure, 
that we might join the saints of all the ages in praise eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you.   
The assembly greets each other from their pew space, then is seated  
 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN ~ ELW 692  We Are an Offering 
 
 

The assembly stands. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER – STEWARDSHIP 
 

Blessed are you, O God, Maker of all things. We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 
given us Ourselves, Our time, Our possessions - Signs of your gracious love. Use us and what we have 
gathered in feeding the world with your love; through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ 

our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table   
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,  
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  



8 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour 
out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
 

 

Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The assembly may be seated.  
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN ~ ELW 531   The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing: The Feast Is Ready 
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The assembly stands. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNON      
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.    Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
    

 

SENDING HYMN ~   Oh, When the Saints Go Marching In       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

DISMISSAL                                                                                                                           
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE ~ Tears are Holy  

Jesus wept” (John 11:35). It’s the shortest verse in the Bible (in many non-NRSV versions), popular 
among Sunday school children trying to pad their stats in Bible memorization games. Only two words, 
three short syllables: “Jesus wept.” It is also a profound theological statement. Death hurts. Even for 
Jesus. Even with prophecies and promises to wipe away every tear.  Although we may put it out of 
mind at times, we have always been dust. We have always known that to dust we shall return.  

Before rushing to the reassurance of eternal life with God, we honor the sacred finitude of life by 
honestly naming and feeling the grief of death. 

Even as he embodied resurrection power, Jesus felt the sting of death. When he heard that his friend 
Lazarus had died, he wept. He didn’t immediately bring him back, and he didn’t explain it away. He 
wept. This is Jesus at his most human and his most divine. Life is holy, and its loss is painful. Your 
tears, like Jesus’ tears, are holy. You are not alone. 

The vision of Revelation promises a time when God will wipe away every tear, when death and 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more. But as Jesus himself experienced, we must first 
contend with the heartbreak of death. On All Saints Day we remember the saints who have gone 
before. We celebrate their lives and the promise of a future with God. And we honor them with our 
tears and mourning, and our honest and complicated feelings for them. 

Stories promise endings, but too often death brings relationships to a stop without the closure of an 
ending. The promise of resurrection and the rituals of All Saints Day remind us that our stories 
continue to unfold in mysterious ways—even after death. God shows up in the messiness of loss and 
mourning, and God’s love carries us through the loneliness and fear. Thanks be to God.                   
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

 

 
Parish Notes ~ November 7, 2021 

 
 

Altar Flowers for this Sunday are In Memory of Pauline and Richard Jenkins 
From ~ Lon Jenkins 

 
 

Please pray for: Cheryl Petrone, Irene Owens, Jack Milne (father) & the friends of Michele 
Milne, Pastor Gesler, Al and Carol Gesler. Pastor Washill, Judy Nordin, John & Jacque 
Holmberg, Judi Pacileo, Joe Pacileo, Bishop Lozano, Bob Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn 
Senger, Jack & Marjorie Wonner, Joyce Hersperger, Teresa Burgess.          Names will remain 
on our printed lists for four weeks unless renewed.  
 

Prayer Requests:  Please call or email Pastor Karen with prayer requests or any pastoral 

emergencies.  Contacts for Pastor Karen: 814-881-3266 or pastorparsh@gmail.com. 
 

Fall/Winter Schedule for In-Person Worship: Sunday service is offered @ 8:30a and 
10:30a.  The 10:30a service will live-stream on Facebook and then posted to the AHLC web 
page. Please check parish notes for upcoming Sundays that may have a different time. 
 

Please stay after the service today for Coffee Hour with goodies provided by the 
Stewardship Committee. 
 
Ladies Night Out:  This Thursday, November 11th at 5:30p at Avonia Tavern. If you need a 
ride be at the church at 5PM. RSVP ASAP to Jacque Holmberg at 814.490.4470.  It’s always a 
great time. 
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Next Sunday November 14:  Two worship services 8:30a & 10:30a 
 
 

Adult Choir:  Wednesday evening @ 6:00p. 
 

Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 9:30a-3:30p   Wednesday 9:30a-12:30p 

 

Cody’s Wheel of Hope raffle tickets are available from Cindy Filson (cindy@cwoh.org). See page 9 

of the November newsletter for more information or read about the organization at www.cwoh.org. 
 

MEN ONLY: Saturday, November 13, @ 9:00a to approx. 1:00p. Breakfast, Work-Bee and 
Fellowship. After a breakfast of Eggs - Bagels – Juice – Coffee, lend a hand to help Abiding Hope get 
ready for the winter ahead. No strenuous work, just a bit of moving stuff and slight repairs.  
 

Bible Study: Bible Study continues today after the 9:00 service and Sunday, November 14th, 21st 
and 28th following the 8:30a service. A lively discussion and study of what it means to be Lutheran 
will be discussed. The class follows the text of the AUGSBURG CONFESSION. All are welcome. You 
may join the class any Sunday it’s held. 
 

Hymns: The ELW & WOV hymnals have been returned to the pews for your use. 
Beginning today, Sunday, November 7th, only the hymn #’s and titles will be listed in the bulletin. 
Music and words for hymns from other sources will continue to be printed. 
 

Altar Flowers: Anyone who wishes to donate flowers for worship, a sign-up sheet is on the table in 
the narthex. The costs of the flowers remain the same as before, $20.00 per arrangement. Please 
return the sponsorship form and your payment the Sunday before your requested date.  
 

Bishop Lozano, Pastor Gesler, Pastor Washill:  Prayers are powerful and are requested to be 
continued along with cards and notes, which can be the medicine one needs on days when it is 
hardest to keep strong. They’ll be forwarded on several times. Boxes are in the narthex. 

Missing any plates or bowls in your home kitchen?  They may be at church!  Unmarked items are on 
top the coat rack near the church office.  Please take your items home with you to use for your 
Thanksgiving Dinner! :)  Items not picked up in the next few weeks will be donated. 

Financial Secretary: According to our constitution and bylaws, Pat Wenzel will be completing her 
fifth and final term as Financial Secretary at the end of December.  We need someone to take 
over this position. The main duties are entering weekly contributions, composing monthly reports to 

church council and sending out contribution statements.  It averages about 2 hours a week...any 
day or time that is convenient for you when the office computer is available. Please contact 
Pat or any member of the church council if you are interested in this volunteer position.   
 

CURRENT FUND REPORT 

October Income:  $ 9,160.94  Year to Date Income:  $112,582.15 
October Expenses:  $10,161.83  Year to Date Expenses:         $ 84,742.27 
October Difference: -$ 1,000.89  Year to Date Difference:       $ 27,839.88 
 

      Year to Date Budget:    $121,197 
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Remembering Family and Friends 

All Saints Sunday 
November 7, 2021 

 
 

 
 

 

Joe Burgert 
by Connie Burgert 

 

LeRoy Edward Doehel 
Charlotte Doehrel 

Patty Palo, Donald Cree 
 by Analee Cree 

 

 James J Pacileo 
by Judi Pacileo 

 
Tom & Joyce Santabene, John & Lois Perry 

Becky (Perry) Crock, Tom Runyan, Angie Perry 
by Damian & Marcia Santabene 

 
Wilbur & Jimmy Joe Senger 

Jeffry Siegel 
Evelyn, Norman & Carl Wolfrom 

by Evelyn Senger 
 

David Klakamp, Husband & Father  
by Esther and Donna Klakamp 

 

Fred Johnston 
by Judy Johnston 

 

Gerald Hinkson 
by Ruth Hinkson & Family 

 

David Klakamp, Brother 
by Irene Owens 

 

Anthony and Bernice Pokosh 
Milton Luke, Dean Moffett 

Neal & Bette Moffett 
by denise  

 

            

 
 


