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Gathering 

Greeting and Announcements ~ Today we welcome Rev. Karen Parsh, 
as our presiding minister.  
 

Prelude ~ Sheryl Williams  
 

Please Stand  

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.  

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death 
to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like 

cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen 
Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 
 

Gathering Hymn     LBW 367 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation v.1,4 
 
 

The image of the good shepherd shows us how 

the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 

relationship between the shepherd and the 

sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, 

that gives the shepherd authority. The 

shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for 

the sheep shows his love. 
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Greeting 
The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
 And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise     Now the Feast and Celebration 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed 
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

Word 
 
 

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the 

resurrection to the people. In today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can 

proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities.  

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When 
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 
name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who 

was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to 
all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 
mortals by which we must be saved.”           The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Psalm 23   The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.                        Tone 7                          
   

1The LORD| is my shepherd;                                                                                                    
  I shall not | be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
   and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

   you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
 

 

Please stand 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. 
 

     Alleluia. Jesus says, I am | the good shepherd.* I know my own and my own know me.  
    Alleluia.  



 

The Holy Gospel according to John the 10th chapter   

 

Gospel Reading: John 10:11-18 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for 

his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not 
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 
one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 

have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this 
command from my Father.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Sermon ~   Pastor Karen Parsh 
 

 

 

Hymn of the Day      ELW 764   Have No Fear, Little Flock v.1,2,4 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
[ 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.  A brief silence. 
Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your 

loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your 
expansive love. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your 
creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with 
life. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all 
leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give 
leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your 

Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need.  We pray especially for (read first 
names only from bulletin list, then add “and others who we name aloud or silently in our 

hearts). Help us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and 
give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us anew 
with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection 
hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, to dwell in 
your house forever. Hear us, O God. 
     Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
     Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you.                   And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 

 



Meal 
An Offering Moment 
All that we have and all that we are - are gifts from God.  We can only respond with 
gratitude.  At this time, we invite you to consider your offerings for God’s abundant blessings.  
Know that your gifts make a difference to the mission and ministry of the church. We thank 
you for these offerings which are received in the offering plate, online, or in the mail. Each 
act of generosity - of your time, talent, and financial resources - helps us to grow as disciples 
of Jesus … who we celebrate today as our risen Lord and Savior.  Alleluia!  
 
 

Please stand 

Offering Prayer 
God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 

sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to  
the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

Please hold the communion elements in your hands as we give thanks and remember:  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim 
the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit.  
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars,  
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 



 

Invitation to Communion 
Beloved:  here is bread; here is wine; here is Jesus.  Take and eat his body and blood.  They 
are given for you.  We eat and drink together. 
 

For our non-communing children and adults, receive this blessing:  Remember you are a 
baptized child of God. May Jesus be with you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still 

around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the 
hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Sending 
 

Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Sending Hymn    ELW 789   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us  v.1,2 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude 



Parish Notes ~ April 25, 2021 
 

Please pray for:  
Trevor Murnock, the Wolbach Family, Joe Pacileo, Judi Pacileo, Sharron and Bill Sontheimer, 
Charlie Kuntz and family, Pastor Andrew and Diane Edwards and family, the family and 

friends of Rabin Subedi, Joe Bennett, Bishop Lozano, Bob Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn Senger, 
Jack & Marjorie Wonner, Joyce Hersperger, Teresa Burgess. Names will remain on our 

printed lists for four weeks unless renewed. 
 

Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-2:30. On other days, you may contact our council 

president Andy Saska at avsaska@roadrunner.com or 814-450-5620.  Pastoral Emergencies for 
April: Please contact the Rev. Andrew Edwards at 814.474.4570 or parevedwards@gmail.com. 
   

Prayer Requests:  Please call or email Carol Whitbred with prayer requests. 
Phone: 814-866-6552, E-Mail: cew6@psu.edu.  
 
 
 

 

During this time of transition, guest worship leaders have been invited to preside at worship 
services.  Because of this, sermons may not always be included in the USPS bulletin mailings. 
May 2: Ed Whitbred, LWL ~ Lay Distributer, Analee Cree 
 

Dear Abiding Hope Family, 
 

Sharron, I and Judy’s family are deeply moved by your condolence and prayers at the loss of 
Sharron’s sister Judy Kuentz; the cards were especially comforting at this time. Words and a 

name on a piece of paper are so often taken for granted, that we forget the feeling and 
sense the person experienced at the time they offered their comforting thoughts, so it is 

with this in mind we offer our deep-felt thanks for each of you. A church family in many 
ways is no different than one’s own family but perhaps more because of the bond of 

Christian love one for another shared in God’s House where prayer and praise rise like 
incense in the ancient Temple.  Thank you and God’s blessing on each and everyone of you. 
Bill Sontheimer. 
 

 

Help Erie County Vaccinate the Homeless.                                                                  
Erie County is planning a mass vaccination clinic in May for the homeless population. The 
homeless, however, are very often reluctant to receive the vaccine. To encourage 
participation, $5 gifts cards from Country Fair will be offered as an incentive. The county is 

asking Inter-Church Ministries to reach out to as many churches as possible for congregants to 
purchase any number of these gifts cards. Please bring your contribution to the church during 

office hours or to Sunday services. The collection will end on April 30.  And, thank you. 
 

Finances at AHLC  
$10,104 current offerings received in March 2021 

$12,151 needed monthly to meet 2021 budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor 
expenses)     
 

Year-to-Date (as of the end of March)      

$33,961 offerings received                                                                                                                                   
$36,453 needed for budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor expenses) 
 

In-person Sunday worship services.  We will continue to email and mail weekly worship 
bulletins for all who worship at home. We will observe these guidelines when in the building 
to keep everyone safe. 

● There will be only one service at 9:30 AM on Sundays. 
● We will continue to live-stream on Facebook, then post the service to our web page. 
● Masks are mandatory. 
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● Please use the provided hand sanitizer upon entering the church. 
● Our seating arrangement will reflect social distancing. 

○ Only families can sit together 
○ There is a limit of approximately 25 people (depending on the number of 

families sitting together) 
○ Pews will be taped off. 

● We will not be sharing the peace.  We will only be singing 2 verses of a song. 
● Communion will be in the pews with the packaged communion wafer and wine. 

 

 

 


