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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Abiding Hope Lutheran Church 
July 25, 2021 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Karen Parsh - 814.881.3266 – pastorparsh@gmail.com 
2402 W. Grandview Blvd. Erie PA 16506 – ahadministrator@hotmail.com 

814.868.8685 - www.abidinghopeerie.org – FB: abidinghopelutheranchurch 
 
 

 
 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Prelude  
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy. 

Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider,  
 

     help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they 
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather 
than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the 

worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are 

shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen. 

 

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings 

from John 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as 

bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with 

five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to 

Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet 

all the needs we see around us. But it is not the adequacy 

of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the 

difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the littlest 

and least to transform this world into the world God 

desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 
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Gathering Song   ELW 696 Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult   v.1,2,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.    And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word and 

a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and 

share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 

King David takes Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, then eventually has her husband murdered. The king, who 

should be at the battle but stays home, is contrasted in this story with the loyal and upright soldier Uriah. 

1In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his officers and 

all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at 

Jerusalem. 

  2It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on the 

roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very 

beautiful. 3David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba 

daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4So David sent messengers to get her, and she 

came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after her period.) Then she 

returned to her house. 5The woman conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 

  6So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to David. 7When 

Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the war was going. 8Then 

David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went out of the king’s 

house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s 

house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house. 10When they told David, 

“Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have just come from a journey. Why 

did you not go down to your house?” 11Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in 

booths; and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to 

my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not 

do such a thing.” 12Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you 

back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 13David invited him to eat and 

drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the evening he went out to lie on his couch with 

the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his house. 

  14In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15In the letter he 

wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he 

may be struck down and die.”        Word of God, word of life.     Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: 145:10-18                                                  Spoken responsively 

 10All your works shall praise you, O Lord, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

  11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 

 12that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

  13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
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 14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

  15The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give them their food in due season. 

 16You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

  17You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works. 

        18You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully. 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

Gospel Acclamation    

\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21 

The holy gospel according to John.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. As 

such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control.  

1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd 

kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the 

mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 

near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are 

we to buy bread for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was 

going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them 

to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy 

here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 10Jesus 

said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat 

down, about five thousand in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they 

were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be 

lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those 

who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they 

began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” 

  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he 

withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

  16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the 

sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough 

because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus 
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walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; 

do not be afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached 

the land toward which they were going.    

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly is seated. 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day   ELW 674   Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all of creation.  A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations. Empower 
churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries who accompany global neighbors. 
Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people may know your loving works.            
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Refrain 
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We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid of those 
enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the nourishment of your 
people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption and instruct 
those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them with a vision of the 
common good and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or 
underemployed, or those who suffer overwhelming needs. Console those who grieve and 
hear the cries of those who call to you for healing especially those named aloud or silently 
in our hearts (pause). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those in need. 
When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, assure us of your 
abundance. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their days, so 
dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.   
The assembly greets each other from their pew space, then is seated  

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering 
 

The assembly stands. 
 

Offering Prayer     
Let us pray. 

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame 
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms 
to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
 
The assembly may be seated.  
 

Communion  

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
     Amen 

Communion Hymn   ELW 484   You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The assembly stands. 
Prayer after Communion      
Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 

of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and 

in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.                                                                        

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.    Amen. 
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Sending Hymn     Christ In Me Arise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHORUS 

 THIRD TIME 
GO to BRIDGE 
 

VERSES 

BRIDGE  

SING CHORUS AGAIN 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

                                    Parish Notes ~ July 25, 2021 
 

 

Please pray for: Joe Pacileo, Bishop Lozano, Bob Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Evelyn Senger, Jack & 
Marjorie Wonner, Joyce Hersperger, Teresa Burgess. Names will remain on our printed lists for four 
weeks unless renewed.  
Prayer Requests:  Please call or email Pastor Karen with prayer requests.  Phone: 814-881-3266 or 

pastorparsh@gmail.com.   If you have any pastoral emergencies, please contact Pastor Karen Parsh. 

[[[Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-2:30. 

In-Person Worship: Saturday evening @ 5:30pm. Sunday morning @ 9:30am.  Sunday’s service will 

continue to live-stream on Facebook and then posted to our web page.  

Mailed Bulletins: After over a year, the weekly worship bulletin provided to members and friends, 
via mail/email, will be discontinued. Final mailing will be for Sunday, Aug 29th worship.  Throughout 
the months of the pandemic, we supported prayer and worship in our homes with this resource.  If 
you are not yet ready for in-person worship, please call the church office 814.868.8685, and leave a 
message to continue receiving the bulletin by mail. The in-person worship schedule is above. 
 

Hospitality Time is next Sunday, August 1.  Please plan to “hang out” with your church family after 
worship to enjoy some good fellowship and refreshments.  Hosted by the Care Committee. 
 

Ladies Dining Out!  RSVP by August 9 to Jacque Holmberg! Where: Madeline's in Cranesville. 
When:  Thursday, August 19. Carpool leaving AH parking lot at 5:05p to arrive for reservations at  
5:30 pm. (Note the time change!) We hope that you can join us for this time of fun and food.  
(Dutch treat/masks required). If you’re able to be a driver, please let Jacque know how many people 
total can travel in your car. 
 

 
 

Finances at AHLC  
$  6,400 current offerings received in June 2021 
$12,151 needed monthly to meet 2021 budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor expenses)     

Year-to-Date (as of the end of June) $60,774 
$72,906 needed for budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor expenses). 

 
 
 

   

 

                         ERIE GIVES 2021 ~ TUESDAY, AUGUST 10th 8AM – 8PM 
 

Erie Gives is right around the corner and Abiding Hope is asking for your help. 
• Minimum gift amount = $25. No max!  Each donation will be enhanced with a prorated match. 

• Only Visa, MasterCard and Discover will be accepted.  

• All check donations must be accompanied by a Check Donation Form. Make sure your check & 
form are mailed early enough to arrive by August 9th at the Erie Community Foundation. 
Forms are on the narthex table or you can download online at http://www.ErieGives.org.. 

 
 
 

• Covid Guidelines: Masks are optional. People vaccinated are not required to wear a mask. 
Not vaccinated, a mask is required. Please use the hand sanitizer upon entering the church. 
Practice social distancing. Share the Peace with a wave from your pew space. 

• Holy Communion is available at the altar with pre-poured wine and wafers. Pastor Karen and 

Communion Assistants use hand sanitizer and wear surgical gloves and masks. 

• Pre-packaged communion packets are available to those who wish to commune in their pew.  

mailto:pastorparsh@gmail.com
http://www.eriegives.org/

