
  

Worship on Video 

  Abiding Hope Lutheran Church, Erie PA 

Fifth Sunday of Lent - March 29, 2020 
 

Gathering 

MUSIC       What Wondrous Love is This 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 
  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩☩☩☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 
 Amen. 
  

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is 
forgiveness, and so we confess. 
  

Silence is kept for reflection. 
  

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, 
knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection life. 
We have strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. 
Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to 
you and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

  

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 
live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩☩☩☩ Jesus Christ, who is the 
free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 
 Amen. 
  

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you.     
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
           Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Word 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in 

exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is 

assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.” 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me 
all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very 
dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, 
hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and  cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.” 
  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was 
a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am 
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 
The word of the Lord.   

     Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 130                                                              prayed in unison 

  1Out | of the depths 
I cry to | you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, | hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
 O LORD, | who could stand? 
 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
   in order that you | may be feared.  
5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 
in your word | is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch |  
        for the morning, more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 
  8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 
   from | all their sins.  
 
 



GOSPEL: John 11:17-27 
  

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 11th chapter. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
  
  

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic 

scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 

17When Jesus arrived,(at Bethany) he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.   

 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.  22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 
live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

      Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
 

HOMILY - Boot Camp for the Soul: Dead End   
 
THE PRAYERS 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. A brief silence. 
God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your 
Spirit and bless the work of those who work for its renewal. Accomplish your work of 
salvation in us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of life, we pray for our nation and the world as we face uncertainties around 
corona virus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently 
sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, 
especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we 
consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, 
and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with 
compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always.  
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to collaborate with 
our community in caring for the needs of our neighbors, especially the Kearsarge Area 
Food Pantry. Strengthen our ties with other local congregations, agencies, and 
services. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.    Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and trust 
that, in you, they will live again, especially those we name before you now either 
aloud or in our hearts (pause). Breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too, 
might live with you forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
          Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

SENDING 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord grant you favor and ☩☩☩☩ give you peace.  Amen. 

 

                                                   ☩☩☩☩ ☩☩☩☩ ☩☩☩☩  

 
 

Please pray for: Connie Burgert, Wendy & Bob Jr, T.J. Penn, Jeanne Tropper, Diana 

West, Bob Wolfe, Bob Leitzel, Shirley Wolbach, Jack & Marjorie Wonner, Melissa 

Alessi, Lynn, Margaret Moran, Joyce Hersperger, Phil & Dee Morosky, Sandy Pacileo, 

Jim & Judi Pacileo, Ray Bennett, Irene Owens, Ray Joinson, Trevor Murnock, Kristin 

Baldwin, Joe Pacileo, Carrie Fiske, Milo Mariotti, Jeff Siegel, Teresa Burgess, Brenda 

Huth, Norma Henderson.  
  

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Sunday, March 29th                            Fifth Sunday of Lent    9:30am Video Worship 

Sunday,  April 5th                              Passion/Palm Sunday    9:30am Video Worship 
  
  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Office Hours: M, T, W, 9am-1pm, Th. 9am-12n. Friday Closed. 
       If you need to reach  Pastor Allie call 716-499-1120. 
 Women of the ELCA:  Spring Gathering  & Luncheon @ Bethesda Lutheran 

Services Trinity Center, Saturday, April 4, at 10:30a.  Additional info & flyer on 
narthex BB. 

 Camp Registration: Summer camp @ Lutherlyn is now open. Help spread the 
word about Lutherlyn's camp programs to relatives, friends etc. with camp-aged 
children. Up to $100 off for FIRST TIME campers! Additional information about 
programs @ lutherlyn.com/summer.   

 Sanctuary Flowers: If you wish to sponsor flower arrangement for services, the 
sign-up form is on the narthex table. 

 Joe Pacileo: Joe is home! But has a long way to go and still needs our prayers. 
 Dignity:  Items for March—Dish Soap 
 

                                              

FINANCES AT A GLANCE    

 $15,508 current offerings received in Feb. 
$13,403 needed monthly to meet 2020    

       budgeted expenses.  
 

YEAR to DATE 

       $24,467 year-to-date current received. 
       $26,806 year-to-date needed for    
        budgeted expenses. 

CANDLES     

The Altar Candles are given to the Glory of God, in Memory of Gordon and son Mark, 

by Carol Ann Wunch 


