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Gathering 

Greeting and Announcements ~ Today we welcome Greg Zimmerman, a synod-authorized 

Lay Worship Leader, as our presiding minister.  
 

Prelude ~ Sheryl Williams  
 

Please Stand  

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death 
to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of 
rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like 
cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen 
Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays 
when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, 
mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we 
gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus 
breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a 
sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken 
bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed 
into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and 
material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 

 



Gathering Hymn       Christ In Me Arise   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  
 And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise     Now the Feast and Celebration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ 
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.     Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

Word 
 

 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community 
shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 133                                                      Tone 7                             
 1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 

  when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe.  

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 

  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.  
 
 

Please stand 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia.  
Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe. Alleluia. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a 
blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was called 
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.  



Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this  book. 31But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.        Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Sermon ~   Greg Zimmerman 
 
 

Hymn of the Day      ELW 635     We Walk by Faith - vs. 1,2,3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
[ 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence. 
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one 
heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your 
creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. 
Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the 
ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in 
authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your 
generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those who 
are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. Today we pray for (read first names only from the 
prayer list in bulletin, then add “and others whose names we speak aloud or silently in our 
hearts.”)  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community called Abiding Hope. Shine 
the light of the risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and 
our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and 
gifts of those who now live in endless joy, especially the life of Sharron’s sister, Judy. Unite 
us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you.      
        And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Meal 
An Offering Moment 
All that we have and all that we are - are gifts from God.  We can only respond with 
gratitude.  At this time, we invite you to consider your offerings for God’s abundant blessings.  
Know that your gifts make a difference to the mission and ministry of the church. We thank 
you for these offerings which are received in the offering plate, online, or in the mail. Each 
act of generosity – those of your time, talent, and financial resources - help us all to grow as 
disciples of Jesus … who we celebrate today as our risen Lord and Savior.  Alleluia!  
 

Please stand 
Offering Prayer 
God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 
sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 
 

 

Prayers of Distribution ~ Lay Distributor ~ Judi Pacileo 
(At this service of worship, we receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion through the distribution of 
the elements blessed at a previous celebration. Our Lay Distributors of Holy Communion were selected 
by the congregational council, received instruction, and were appointed by our synodical bishop. They 
will serve this congregation during times of pastoral vacancy so that we may continue to receive 
communion as Christ’s body here at Abiding Hope Lutheran Church.) 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen.    

 

Sending 
 

Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

 
Sending Hymn    ELW 382     Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!  v. 1,4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
Parish Notes ~ April 11, 2021 
 
Please pray for:  
Sharron and Bill Sontheimer, Charlie Kuntz and family, Pastor Andrew and Diane Edwards and 
family, the family and friends of Rabin Subedi, Joe Bennett, Bishop Lozano, Bob Pacileo, 
Gloria & Richard Wolbach, Shirley Wolbach, Sandy Pacileo, Trevor Murnock, Carrie Fiske, 
Lynn, Evelyn Senger, Jack & Marjorie Wonner, Joyce Hersperger, Teresa Burgess. Names will 
remain on our printed lists for four weeks unless renewed.   
  
Prayer Requests:  Please call or email Carol Whitbred with prayer requests. 
Phone: 814-866-6552, E-Mail: cew6@psu.edu.   
 
Office Hours: Monday & Tuesday 9:30-2:30. On other days, you may contact our council 
president Andy Saska at avsaska@roadrunner.com or 814-450-5620. 
 
Pastoral Emergencies: Please contact the Rev. Andrew Edwards at 814.474.4570 or 
parevedwards@gmail.com. 
 

 

Packaged Communion Sets are available for your use during worship services. If you 
worship online, please pick yours up at church on Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am-2:30 pm, or 
make other arrangements with any council member. 
 

Looking for a volunteer opportunity?  How about Financial Secretary? 
According to our constitution and bylaws, no elected officer shall be eligible to serve more 
than five consecutive terms in the same office. Therefore, someone other than Pat Wenzel 
will need to be Financial Secretary in 2022. The main duties are entering weekly 
contributions, composing monthly reports to church council, and mailing out quarterly 
statements. It averages about 2 hours a week...any day or time that is convenient for you as 
long as the office computer is available. 
If this is something that interests you, contact Pat Wenzel and arrange to shadow her (in 
person or virtually) to acquaint yourself with the job. Contact her at RNWenzel@gmail.com or 
phone 864-1898. 
 

During this time of transition, guest worship leaders have been invited to preside at worship 
services.  Because of this, sermons may not always be included in the USPS bulletin mailings. 
April 18: Rev. Andrew Edwards 
 

Help Erie County Vaccinate the Homeless.                                                                  
Erie County is planning a mass vaccination clinic in May for the homeless population. The 
homeless, however, are very often reluctant to receive the vaccine. To encourage 
participation, $5 gifts cards from Country Fair will be offered as an incentive. The county is 
asking Inter-Church Ministries to reach out to as many churches as possible for congregants to 
purchase any number of these gifts cards. Please bring your contribution to the church during 
office hours or to Sunday services. The collection will end on April 30.  And, thank you. 
 

 



Lutherlyn Spring Work Day – Sat. Apr. 24th - 9:00 am - 4:00 pm - Lutherlyn provides all of 
the tools (and a lunch) and our volunteers provide the willing hands!  Flower beds need to be 
weeded, firewood needs to be cut, fences need to be repaired, sticks and leaves need to be 
removed, as well as a variety of other jobs for volunteers of all ages and skill levels.  
Please bring your mask.  If you’d like to help, contact development@lutherlyn.com or 724-
865-2161.  Volunteers can be individuals, families, or groups of all kinds. We can't do it 
without you! 
 

 
Finances at AHLC  
$10,104 current offerings received in March 2021 
$12,151 needed monthly to meet 2021 budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor 
expenses)     
 

Year-to-Date (as of the end of March)      
$33,961 offerings received                                                                                                                                   
$36,453 needed for budgeted expenses (not adjusted for reduced pastor expenses) 
 

In-person Sunday worship services.  We will continue to email and mail weekly worship 
bulletins for all who worship at home. We will observe these guidelines when in the 
building to keep everyone safe. 

● There will be only one service at 9:30 AM on Sundays. 
● We will continue to live-stream on Facebook, then post the service to our web 

page. 
● Masks are mandatory. 
● Please use the provided hand sanitizer upon entering the church. 
● If you have any symptoms, please stay home. 
● Our seating arrangement will reflect social distancing. 

○ Only families can sit together 
○ There is a limit of approximately 25 people (depending on the number of 

families sitting together) 
○ Pews will be taped off. 

● There will be a sign-in sheet in case of a need for contact tracing. 
● We will not be sharing the peace. 
● We will only be singing 2 verses of a song. 
● Communion will be in the pews with the packaged communion wafer and wine. 

 


